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The number of valid television fees in 
Finland 1997-2009  

165 €

224 €

Source: http://www.tv-maksu.fi/en/index/tietoa/tilastot.html 12 month fee is now 231,05 €
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April 23, 2009: Lintilä committee 
unanimously suggests new media fee

Source: Helsingin Sanomat,  http://www.hs.fi/english/article/1135245429224
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2009 Media fee proposal in a nutshell

• An annual media fee (175 €) per household to 
replace current television license fee (224 €)

• The fee would be lower because not only TV owners 
but all households would pay the fee after 2011

• Also all businesses and organisations with turnover 
of over 400,000 euros a year would be required to 
pay a annual fee (525 €)

• System was expected to raise annually 450 m€, 
which was more than YLE current budget (415 m€)
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April 23, 2009: The Federation of the 
Finnish Media Industry FINNMEDIA 
immediately opposes media fee proposal

”a great disappointment to the private 
media sector”

”if approved, it will strengthen the role of 
the state and the public sector in 
communications at the expense of 
diversity.”
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April 24, 2009: ”Media fee would  
be just a piece of ridiculous crap”
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April 27, 2009: Media fee is compared to 
Thatcher’s poll tax in the UK (1989)
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May 5, 2009: The Finnish Consumers’
Association: a lump sum media fee is unfair
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May 25, 2009: The Left Youth of Finland 
opposes media fee – unlike the Party MPs
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June 17, 2009: Election campaign 
financing scandal is rising - again

Source: Helsingin Sanomat International Edition 
http://www.hs.fi/english/article/Prime+Minister+denies+accusations+of+lying+over+campaign+finance+issue/1135246982549
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June 18, 2009: Lindén supports 
”YLE-fee” as the least worst option
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Source: http://www.flickr.com/photos/riitta_toro/3417800683/sizes/o/
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August 19, 2009: Finnish Newspaper 
Association’s survey published 

Source: Helsingin Sanomat International Edition. 
http://www.hs.fi/english/article/Survey+Finns+do+not+regard+proposed+YLE+media+fee+as+justified/1135248632865
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September 29,2009: YLE makes 
corruption claims on PM Vanhanen

Source: Helsingin Sanomat International Edition 
http://www.hs.fi/english/article/YLE+claims+PM+Vanhanen+received+building+materials+from+construction+company+free+of+charge/1135249666640
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October 1, 2009: Alma Media Survey 
– about 40 MP:s oppose YLE-fee

Source: Uusi Suomi http://www.uusisuomi.fi/raha/72846-yle-maksulla-huikea-vastustus
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October 1,2009: CP group chair Kalli
wants YLE’s CEO Jungner to resign

Source: Helsingin Sanomat International Edition 
http://www.hs.fi/english/article/YLEs+Jungner+might+resign+if+journalistic+judgement+proves+wrong/1135249723963
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October 1,2009: Cabinet Parties 
agree on YLE fee and control reform
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October 1, 2009: CEO of Sanoma News and 
Chair of the Finnish Newspapers Association: 
Media fee would be too high

Source : 
http://www.lapinkansa.fi/cs/Satellite/Kotimaa/1194626954948/artikkeli/sanoman+pentikainen++mediamaksu+on+liian+suuri.html
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October 12, 2009: PM Vanhanen
claims YLE is trying to topple him

Source: Helsingin Sanomat International Edition 
http://www.hs.fi/english/article/PM+Vanhanen+accuses+YLE+of+systematic+attempt+to+topple+him/1135249975843
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December 23, 2009: PM Vanhanen
decides to step down as party leader

Source: Helsingin Sanomat International Edition 
http://www.hs.fi/english/article/Vanhanen+announces+he+will+not+stand+for+re-election+to+Centre+Party+leadership/1135251682512



21urce: http://www.flickr.com/photos/apple_min/4155614555/



22

February 19, 2010: YLE CEO 
Mikael Jungner is let to go

Source: Helsingin Sanomat International Edition 
http://www.hs.fi/english/article/Lauri+Kivinen+to+replace+Mikael+Jungner+as+director+of+national+broadcaster/1135253050189
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March 2010: 105 136 + 23 168 + others 
against media fee / YLE – tax in Facebook
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March 12, 2010: Lindén pulls the 
brake on YLE financing reform

Source: Helsingin Sanomat International Edition 
http://www.hs.fi/english/article/Linden+backs+down+on+YLE+fee/1135254362420
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March 19, 2010: Last efforts to reach 
a parliamentary solution failed

Source: Helsingin Sanomat International Edition 
http://www.hs.fi/english/article/YLE+financing+at+impasse/1135254813242
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March 19, 2010: Lindén claims unfair fee 
would have endangered the future of YLE
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Some preliminary conclusions

• A general agreement about the media fee 
system in the Parliament may not be enough in 
the end – or it may not last long enough

• PSB financing model is a highly delicate political 
issue - and many interest groups may want to do 
their own politics with it

• Breaking the link between the possibility to 
receive the content and being obliged to pay
may create unwanted results 
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